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MONDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2010

A NEWSLETTER FOR THE GRAND VALLEY
STATE UNIVERSITY COMMUNITY
Published by News & Information Services

Grand Valley history on stage in ‘Founding’
Students and faculty members from the
Theater Program and Department of Writing
have united to produce a special event
celebrating Grand Valley’s 50th anniversary.

Student Alli Klosner, from Saugatuck,
participated in the playwriting class that
interviewed President Emeritus Arend D.
Lubbers and Joan Burch, a member of the
Pioneer Class of 1967, among others.

“Founding,” a Grand Valley Mainstage
Production, will be performed November 12-13
and November 18-20 at 7:30 p.m., and
November 14 at 2 p.m. All performances are
in the Louis Armstrong Theatre, Performing
Arts Center.

“The biggest rule for writers is to write
what you know,” said Klosner, who admits
that she needed to do research to learn
Grand Valley’s early history. “It is incredible
what can happen when a diverse group
of people work together on a project.”

Advance tickets, $6-12, are available at the
LAT Box Office at x12300, Startickets at 800585-3737, or www.startickets.com. A reception
will follow the opening night performance.
The play was a collaborative project created
by the Advanced Playwriting Class, under the
direction of Austin Bunn, assistant professor
of writing, and the Theater Program, under
the direction of Karen Libman, professor of
communications. Written and directed by
undergraduates, the play examines Grand
Valley’s history, the comedy of the classroom

Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker

‘Founding’ actors are pictured; left to right, Sophie
Ni, Ben Cole and Darion Murchison. The play opens
Friday in the PAC.

and the challenge of becoming yourself. It is
sponsored by the School of Communications
and the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.

Bunn said that the students didn’t want a
play that merely presented historical facts, so
they used their creativity to include history
throughout scenes depicting the students
struggling with how to produce such a play.
Visiting guest artists Jennifer Fawcett and Sean
Lewis, from the Iowa-based Working Group
Theatre Company, worked with a group of
students to finalize the script and to offer
suggestions on how to stage the show, moving
from past to present.

Across Campus
Faculty and Staff
Campaign leaders hope
for another record year
Last year Grand Valley became one of the
most generous university communities in
Michigan with 1,200 donors, more than 50
percent of all faculty and staff, giving back
to Grand Valley during the annual Faculty
and Staff Campaign. This was a record
high in faculty and staff participation.
Campaign co-chairs, Mary Ann Watters,
assistant for Regional Math and Science
Center, and Paul Stephenson, professor of
statistics, hope that momentum will carry
over into the 2010-2011 campaign to create
a new record. In honor of the university’s
50th anniversary, this year’s campaign theme
is “50 Reasons for Giving to Grand Valley.”
View the 50 reasons or submit your own at
www.gvsu.edu/annualgiving/facultystaff.
Campaign materials will be mailed to the
homes of faculty and staff members this

week. Gifts to endowed funds and the Mary
Idema Pew Library Learning and Information
Commons will again be matched this year.
For more information on the campaign
contact Shaun Shira, University Development,
at x16520 or shirash@gvsu.edu.

University listed among
top sustainable leaders
Grand Valley was included in a list of the
nation’s top 52 leaders for sustainability
efforts at higher education institutes,
according to the recently released 2011
College Sustainability Report Card issued
by the Sustainable Endowment Institute.
Grand Valley was given an A- based on how
sustainable practices were applied in nine
different areas: Administration, Climate
Change and Energy, Food and Recycling, Green
Building, Student Involvement, Transportation,
Endowment Transparency, Investment
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Norman Christopher presents President Thomas
J. Haas with an award during the Sustainability
Champions breakfast.

Priorities and Shareholder Engagement.
“Receiving an A- is definitely something to be
proud of,” said Norman Christopher, director
of Grand Valley’s Sustainable Community
Development Initiative. “This is a reflection
of not only Grand Valley’s sustainable
continues on page 2
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Across Campus
SSD issues call for art

continued from page 1
efforts, but the community’s as well.” Christopher presented President
Thomas J. Haas with the award during the Sustainability Champions
breakfast on October 29.
The report, a comparative evaluation of campus sustainability activities
at colleges and universities in the U.S. and Canada, identifies leaders
in sustainability and has the highest participation rate of any
sustainability ranking or rating. The Sustainable Endowment Institute is
a nonprofit organization engaged in research and education to advance
sustainability in campus operations and endowment practices.

‘Stories’ give voice to those
who go unheard

The service is scheduled for Monday, November 8, beginning
at 4 p.m. in Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center.

Steiger said the productions were modeled after “theater of the
oppressed” and meant to give voice to those who are often silent. The
students performed short sketches based on religion, race and other
issues; Steiger then asked audience members to discuss the sketches
as related to their own experiences.

The GVSU Forum is published by the News
and Information Services Office. The submission
deadline is Tuesday noon. Send publication items
to Michele Coffill, editor, c/o forum@gvsu.edu.
Telephone: 616-331-2221. Fax: 616-331-2250.
Faculty and staff members can find an online
“Sketches” submission form on the Web at
www.gvsu.edu/forum.
News and Information Services Staff:
Mary Eilleen Lyon, assistant vice president
Sherry Bouwman, NIS assistant
Dottie Barnes, communications specialist
Michele Coffill, communications specialist
Mary Isca Pirkola, communications specialist
Leah Zuber, communications specialist
Bernadine Carey Tucker, photography manager
Elizabeth Lienau, photography coordinator
Amanda Pitts, photographer
Sarah Schultz, student writer
Kevin Virant, student writer
Other publications by the News and Information
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published
quarterly for the university community. Visit its
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine.
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and
video features.
Grand Valley State University is an affirmative action/equal
opportunity institution.

The deadline to enter is November 12. Artwork (in a pdf format,
8.5x11 inches) needs to be submitted electronically to ssd@gvsu.edu.
Images should be high-resolution. Questions can be sent via e-mail
to ssd@gvsu.edu.

The College of Community and Public Service will host a
celebration of life service for Rodney Mulder. The professor of
social work and former dean died September 21 at age 68.

Part of the university’s
50th anniversary
celebration,
productions of “Grand
Valley Stories” were
Photo by Amanda Pitts
held November
Students
perform
a
sketch
during
‘Grand
Valley Stories’
2-3. Produced by
November 3 in Loosemore Auditorium, DeVos Center.
Jeffrey Steiger,
artist-in-residence
at the University of Michigan, the dialogues were based on
focus groups with students, faculty and staff members.
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Submissions from students should be representative of scholarship,
research and creativity at Grand Valley. All students are eligible to
enter a submission; the winner will receive a $500 scholarship.

Service set for Mulder

From dialogue
vignettes, audiences at
“Grand Valley Stories”
learned a little of
what it’s like to be a
Grand Valley student.

FORUM

The Office of Undergraduate Research is hosting a competition for
artwork to be featured on the cover of the 2011 Student Scholars Day
abstract book.

Speakers include President Emeritus Arend D. Lubbers, Provost
Gayle R. Davis, CCPS Dean George Grant and faculty members
Cray Mulder and Jerry Johnson. A reception will follow the
service, allowing participants to greet Mulder’s family.
Mulder started working at Grand Valley in 1966. He served as
dean of the School of Social Work from 1994-2003, and dean of
the College of Community and Public Service from 2004-2008,
before returning to his current role as professor of social work.

Nominations sought for A/P awards
The Administrative/Professional Awards Subcommittee is
seeking nominations for five awards. All students, faculty and staff
continues on page 3

GVFaces
Paul Mixa
Executive Chef, Campus Dining
Grand Valley students may begin to taste a hint
of Mediterranean or Italian flavors in their food.
That is because Paul Mixa, an executive chef
with Campus Dining, received a ProChef Level
II certification, also called Certified Chef de
Cuisine, from the Culinary Institute of America.
The certification provides the chance for chefs
to expand their skills and gain recognition
in the industry for their talents. Mixa’s
concentrated regional cuisine is in Calabria and
Sicily, Italy. Prior to testing, Mixa spent more
than 300 hours researching menus, studying,
planning and practicing for the certification.
“It was challenging to balance studying, work
and family,” said Mixa. “I enjoyed the food
science and nutrition knowledge I gained, and
the extensive research on Mediterranean food.”
Testing took place at the Culinary Institute of
America in New York. The rigorous four-day
test included kitchen, execution, flavor and
cooking techniques as well as written and
oral exams on food science, nutrition,
baking and management skills.
With his day beginning with review at 4:30 a.m.
and examinations from 7 a.m.-6 p.m., he said

he had no
choice but to
stay focused.
“I took a breather
once in a while
and kept looking
ahead at the
tests I still had
to take,” said
Mixa. “After
each day I knew
I was closer to
accomplishing
my goal.”

Paul Mixa

Mixa attended
the Scottsdale Culinary Institute, and
has worked at Grand Valley for six years.
He said he will teach his staff the new
fundamentals he learned to incorporate
them into new campus meals.
His passion for cooking never leaves him. Mixa
enjoys cooking with his family, and teaching his
daughter, Evie, everything he can about food.
Mixa said: “Even though she is only 2 years old,
she pulls a chair right next to me as I tell
her everything I am doing. She has the
tasting part of it down!”
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What’s Ahead
Intramural basketball
league forms
Health and Wellness and Campus Recreation
are sponsoring a basketball league for faculty
and staff members.
Games will begin the week of January 17 and
be held Monday through Friday between 11
a.m.-1 p.m. in the Fieldhouse. Registration for
individuals and teams began on November
1 and will continue through December 17.
To register, visit www.gvsu.edu/
healthwellness and download a form. For
more information, call x12215 or send an
e-mail to healthandwellness@gvsu.edu.

Panel will feature
international women
A panel of international women students will
discuss their experiences at Grand Valley
during an event sponsored by three campus
departments.
“Panel of International Women’s Voices”
is scheduled for Monday, November 8,
6-7:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room
2204. The event is sponsored by the Padnos
International Center, Women’s Center
and Housing and Residential Life.

Open enrollment
closes Wednesday

Boand joined Grand Valley’s faculty in 1966 to
teach aquatics. She soon found herself coaching
Grand Valley’s first women’s varsity softball,
basketball and volleyball teams. Scott joined
the movement science (then physical
education) faculty in 1968 and was soon asked
to coach varsity wrestling.
Both Boand and Scott are members of Grand
Valley’s Athletic Hall of Fame.
A celebration to honor Scott’s 42-year tenure
at Grand Valley will be held following the
lecture, from 1:30-3 p.m., in the Alumni House.
For more information on the reception, call the
Movement Science Department at x13044.
The 50th At Noon Lectures celebrate the
university’s 50th anniversary. For more
information, visit www.gvsu.edu/anniversary.

WGVU to premiere
‘LZ Michigan’
The premiere of “LZ Michigan: A Journey
Home” will be held at 7 p.m. on Wednesday,
November 10, at Celebration Cinema North.
The event is free and open to the public.
The documentary features the true stories of
local war survivors and their perspectives of
what it was like to return home at the end
of the Vietnam War.
Space is limited to 300 people; RSVP by
sending an e-mail to lzmichigan@wgvu.org.

Training session teaches
abuse prevention
A training session sponsored by Grand Valley,
Center for Women in Transition and other
community agencies will feature a nationally
recognized author and activist who will inspire
participants to prevent abusive behaviors
and attitudes.
“Men, Masculinity and Media” is a daylong
training session set for Tuesday, November
16, from 9 a.m.-2:30 p.m. in the Kirkhof
Center. The facilitator is Jackson Katz,
creator of the film “Tough Guise” and author
of The Macho Paradox: Why Some Men
Hurt Women and How All Men Can Help.
The workshop is open to the public and
targeted for educators, social workers, law
enforcement officers, faith leaders, students
and others. Cost to attend is $30 and will
include lunch. Continuing education credits
will be offered for an additional $15.
Register for the workshop by November 14
by visiting www.gvsu.edu/women_cen and
click on “RSVP for Programs.”
The workshop is sponsored by the Women’s
Center, Center for Women and Transition,
Delta Project of Ottawa County, Hope College
Women’s Studies and Men’s Resource
Center of West Michigan.

The last day for open enrollment for health
insurance is Wednesday, November 10.

MAREC lunch series
features Haworth

Student photography,
graphic design work
at DeVos Place

Visit the website www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness
and click on “Open Enrollment” to review
information, select a medical plan and complete
the online process. Questions can be directed
to the Benefits office at x12220 or
healthandwellness@gvsu.edu.

The next Michigan Alternative and Renewable
Energy Center (MAREC) Lunch and Learn
Series will detail Haworth’s Zero Landfill Waste
Program. Bill Gurn, manager of facilities, will
discuss how Haworth has changed facilities and
manufacturing processes to eliminate waste.

In conjunction with Grand Valley’s 50th
anniversary celebration, the public is invited
to attend a collaborative showcase of senior
thesis work by students from the School of
Communications and the Department of
Art and Design.

Next 50th At Noon
lecture studies athletics

The program takes place Monday, November
15, at noon at MAREC, 200 Viridian Dr. in
Muskegon. The event is free and open to the
public, but requires an RSVP by November 12.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/marec and click on
“Events” to register.

“Bling! Flash! Art!” featuring work by 12
photographers and 10 graphic designers, will
be on exhibit November 17-December 11th, at
DeVos Place Grand Gallery, 303 Monroe
NW, in Grand Rapids.

The early years that set the stage for Grand
Valley’s current athletic success will be the
focus of the next event in the 50th At Noon
Lecture Series.
Two retired faculty members, Joan Boand and
Jim Scott, will talk about the early years of
intercollegiate athletics and physical education
during their presentation at noon Wednesday,
November 10, in the Cook-DeWitt Center
on the Allendale Campus. The event is free
and open to the public.

The monthly Lunch and Learn Series, which
began in July, is a first for MAREC. The goal
of the program is to provide an educational
opportunity for those interested in learning
more about sustainable living practices.
For more information about the series, call
Kim Walton at x16907.

The artists will welcome visitors during an
opening reception, Thursday, November 18,
from 5-7 p.m. at the DeVos Place
Grand Gallery Balcony.
The gallery hours are Monday through
Friday, 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Saturday and
Sunday 8 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission is free.

Across Campus
continued from page 2
members are encouraged to nominate
an A/P staff member for an award.
The award categories are as follows:
• Outstanding Team Project Award:
to recognize the work of an ad-hoc
team of A/P staff members from two
or more departments that accomplish
a project benefiting the university.
• Service to Community Award: to recognize

an individual staff member who has gone
beyond professional responsibilities in
contributing his/her expertise and service
to the campus community, professional
organization of his/her discipline, or the
local/national/international community.
• Commitment to Students Award: to
recognize an individual staff member who
shows a commitment to serve as a strong
mentor to students beyond that person’s
normal professional responsibilities.
• Commitment to Diversity Award: to

recognize an individual staff member who
serves as an example to others in their
commitment to diversity beyond the scope
of his/her professional responsibilities.
• Innovation Award: to recognize an individual
staff member whose innovative ideas and
practices benefit the university in a specific
way, as outlined in the nomination.
To nominate, or for more information, visit
www.gvsu.edu/ap/awards. Nominations
will be taken through March 4.
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General Events
Mon., Nov. 8
Noon: History Colloquium: “Fighting the
Peace at Home,” by Steven Rosales. D-1141, MAK. Call x18697 for information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259 KC.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for
information.
Noon: Women’s Center Her Story with
Shelley Irwin. 2263 KC. Call x12748 for
information.
Noon: American Indian Heritage Month
Event: “Wiping the War Paint Off the
Lens,” by Beverly Singer. Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV. Call x15034 for information.

Diversity in the Classroom. 2259 KC. Call
x13498 for information.
4 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts “Women and
Politics: Chisholm ’72, Unbought and
Unbossed.” 1240 KC. Call x12748 for
information.

Wed., Nov. 10
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series.
What’s Your Perspective? Our Roles in
Serving the Nontraditional Learner. Call
x12215 for information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts Fireside Chat.
2201 KC. Call x12748 for information.
Noon: FTLC Workshop: Inclusion and
Diversity in the Classroom. 302E, DEV.

by Cynthia Butcher. 2270 KC.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Understanding
Backward Design for Course (Re)
Development. 111 HRY.
6 p.m.: Office of Multicultural Affairs hosts
“Answers Beyond the Classroom: A
Discussion for Students and Alumni of
Color.” AH. Call x12177 for information.

Fri., Nov. 12
2 p.m.: Annis Water Resources Institute hosts
“Swim at Your Own Risk,” by Richard
Whitman. Multipurpose Room, WRI. Call
x13749 for information.
2 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: “Understanding
Backward Design for Course (Re)
Development. 205A, DEV.

4 p.m.: Celebration of Life Service for
Rodney Mulder. Loosemore Auditorium,
DEV. Call x16890 for information.

Noon: 50th at Noon Lecture Series: “The
Early History of Physical Education and
Intercollegiate Athletics at Grand Valley”
by Jim Scott and Joan Boand. CDC

6 p.m.: Women’s Center hosts Panel of
International Women’s Voices. 2204 KC.
Call x12748 for information.

1:30 p.m.: Movement Science hosts
Retirement Celebration for Jim Scott. AH.
Call x13044 for information.

Tues., Nov. 9

6 p.m.: American Indian Heritage Month
Event: “Reel Injun: On the Trail of
the Hollywood Indian.” Loosemore
Auditorium, DEV.

7:30 p.m.: School of Communications hosts
“Founding: A GVSU 50th Anniversary
Collaborative Play.” LAT, PAC. For tickets and information, call x12300.

Thurs., Nov. 11

Sat., Nov. 13

11 a.m.-Noon: Women’s Center event.
Nontraditional Student Recognition:
Communicating Across Generations.
1104, KC.

7:30 p.m.: School of Communications hosts
“Founding: A GVSU 50th Anniversary
Collaborative Play.” LAT, PAC.

Noon: Arts at Noon Series. Vaclav Vonasek
and the Perugino Quartet. CDC. Call
x13484 for information.

Sun., Nov. 14

7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters.
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for information.
7:30 a.m.: Peter Secchia Lecture Series.
“Healthcare Reform: What It Means to
Spectrum Health and Grand Rapids,” by
Rick Breon. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV.
Call x17100 for information.
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “The Power
to Control Diabetes: It’s in Your Hands,”
by Cynthia Butcher. University Club
Room, DEV. Call x12215 for information.
3 p.m.: FTLC Workshop: Inclusion and

Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “The Power
to Control Diabetes: It’s in Your Hands,”

3 p.m.: Philosophy Colloquium: “The
Relevance of Philosophy Applied to
Ontology,” by Mathias Brochhausen. Bll110, MAK. Call x12114 for information.
Noon-5 p.m.: Faculty/Staff Fridays in the
Writing Center. 120 LOH.

2 p.m.: School of Communications hosts
“Founding: A GVSU 50th Anniversary
Collaborative Play.” LAT, PAC.

Faculty and Staff Sketches
Sketches
Linda Scott, associate dean of undergraduate
nursing programs, gave a presentation,
“Enhancing Patient Safety through the Use of
a Nurse Fatigue Countermeasures Program,”
at the ANCC National Magnet conference.
Erin Busscher, academic advisor for nursing,
gave a presentation, “Utilizing All Of Our
Human Capital: The Critical Role of Support
Staff in Student Development,” at the Michigan
College Personnel Association conference.
Erik Nordman, assistant professor of biology,
co-wrote an article, “Incorporating Acquisition

Costs in Forestland Open Space Programs:
Lessons from Conservation Biology and
Applications,” published in the Journal
of Forestry.
Alan Steinman, director of the Annis
Water Resources Institute, gave the
keynote address, “Phosphorus in Michigan
Waters: Overview, Monitoring, Impacts,
and Control,” at the Michigan Clean Water
Corps Conference held in Roscommon.
Valerie V. Peterson, associate professor of
communications, gave a presentation, “Sex
Talk: Metaphors, Narratives and Agency,” at the
National Communication Association Annual

Convention in San Francisco, California. She
also wrote a book chapter, “An Elemental
Approach to Website Visuals,” published in
Visualizing the Web: Evaluating Online Design
From A Visual Communication Perspective.
Bonnie Woodman, library specialist, gave a
presentation, “How to Publish Your Family
History,” at a West Michigan Genealogical
Society meeting in Grand Rapids.
Maria Landon, affiliate professor of marketing,
wrote an article, “Local Company Appears
to Market a Winning Product,” published
in the Grand Rapids Business Journal.

